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PROSPECTIVE ADOPTIVE PARENT – WHAT TO DO NEXT 

(Revised 4/29/2024) 
EVERYONE: 
□ Decide about retaining Kirsh & Kirsh. 
□ Sign and return to Michelle (michelle@kirsh.com): 
 □ Fee Agreement 
 □ Background Info Risk Acknowledgment 
 □ Medical Risk Acknowledgment 
 □ Update Policy 

 □ Waiver of Attorney-Client Privilege 
 □ What to Expect of Birth Mothers 
 □ ICWA Disclosure

□ Send a picture or copy of your ID card(s) to Michelle. 
□ Complete a Home Study with any licensed child-placing agency in your state and have them email it to Michelle. 

For Indiana, we recommend Firefly Children & Family Alliance or Adoptions of Indiana. 
□ Create a Google account to communicate with an expectant mom using only your first names and the word 

adoption (ie: JackandJillAdopt@gmail.com). Get a Google Voice # (www.google.com/voice) using your new 
Google account. Download Google Voice App on your Smart Phone. Google Voice texting supports photos being 
sent and received. 

□ Follow us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/KirshandKirsh/) and Instagram 
(https://www.instagram.com/indianaadoption/). 

 
KIRSH & KIRSH DIRECTED: 
□ Sign & return to michelle@kirsh.com:  
 □ Adoption Services Agreement 
 □ Kirsh & Kirsh Directed Approach Acknowledgment 
 □ Database form 
 □ Conflict of Interest Statement 
□ Go to www.indianaadoption.com/pay or send a check to Kirsh & Kirsh, P.C. for $7,750. ($5,500 for Directed 

deposit + $2,000 for initial payment + $250 for pre-placement expenses). 
□ Sign up for ParentFinder using the link below (do NOT sign up directly at ParentFinder.com). The cost to 

create a profile with ParentFinder is $590. Keep in mind that there is also a printing charge for printing your 
profiles of $125 (includes 5 profile books + shipping). 

 https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdHBal9HkwRerE22WG9rR32YdwGTFueXz_QqFpaiTdvXKRwo
A/viewform?c=0&w=1  

 OR 
□ Create your own profile that we can show to birth mothers once you become active. Please note that if you choose 

this option, you will not be featured on our website under “Waiting Families”, as our website is hosted by 
ParentFinder. However, we would still be able to share your profile directly with birth mothers with whom we 
have met. Please email Michelle if you have any questions or would like to see examples of profiles that previous 
adoptive parents have created. 

 
SELF-DIRECTED: 
□ Begin advertising and networking. Speak with Steve Kirsh about this. 
□ Get permission for Steve, Joel, Rob or Grant to call any birth mother with whom you speak. 

mailto:michelle@kirsh.com
https://fireflyin.org/programs-services/home-based-services/adoption/private-adoption/
https://adoptionsofindiana.org/how-to-adopt/
mailto:JackandJillAdopt@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/voice
https://www.facebook.com/KirshandKirsh/
https://www.instagram.com/indianaadoption/
mailto:michelle@kirsh.com
http://www.indianaadoption.com/pay
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdHBal9HkwRerE22WG9rR32YdwGTFueXz_QqFpaiTdvXKRwoA/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdHBal9HkwRerE22WG9rR32YdwGTFueXz_QqFpaiTdvXKRwoA/viewform?c=0&w=1
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ONLINE PAYMENT INSTRUCTIONS 
 

 
1. Go to http://www.IndianaAdoption.com/pay. 
2. Click “PAY NOW”. 
3. Fill out each field.  You will need your routing number and account number from your bank.  This info can be 

found at the bottom of any of your personal checks. 
 

 
4. Click “Continue”. 
5. Click “Agree and Submit”. 
6. Immediately send Annie, our bookkeeper, an email letting her know you made the payment (annie@kirsh.com). 
7. You’re done!                              

 
 
 
 

http://www.indianaadoption.com/pay
mailto:annie@kirsh.com


Profile Guidelines for Kirsh & Kirsh, P.C., Families
(Revised 3/3/2021)

I. Introduction/Overview
A. An expectant/birth mother choosing you depends largely, if not entirely, on your

profile.
B. The profile is 99% about the photos.
C. If an expectant/birth mother does not like the photos, she will not read the words.

If she likes the photos, she still may not read the words.
D. We recommend that you use ParentFinder for the creation of your profile. 

1. You can sign up as Kirsh & Kirsh, P.C., client at http://bit.ly/ParentFinder 
2. If ParentFinder’s guidelines contradict these guidelines, please follow

these guidelines. 

II. Selection of Photos
A. If you are not smiling, do not include the photo. If she thinks that you are mean,

sad, angry, upset, etc., you will probably not get selected.
B. The photos should depict a realistic view of your life. 

1. Photos of your home, yard, neighborhood, nearby parks, and etc. are better
than photos of exotic places.

2. One or two photos of exotic places are okay, IF you are in the photos. She
is not going to choose you because you have included a photo of beautiful
beach or sunset -- perhaps, if you are in the photo, maybe, but not just
because it is photo of beautiful scenery.

3. Likewise, photos of food will not help you, unless you like to cook and
you include a photo of you making the dish or dessert. Like a photo of a
beautiful sunset that does not include you, a photo a plate of cookies or
casserole, will not cause her to choose you. 

C. DO NOT include a photo of a child or children unless it is a photo of your child or
children.
1. Remember, it is unlikely that she will read what you have written, if she

does not like the photos. If she sees photos of children, she will assume
they are your children.

2. The photos of your child or children should depict the oldest, most
independent version of the child or children. If she sees a photo of your
child as a newborn and as an older child, she will think you have two
children. By the way, trying to adopt with a newborn in the home is very
challenging. 

3. Her best way of knowing what her child's life will be like with you as a
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parent is to show her what your child's life is like.
a. Show your child doing whatever your child enjoys doing. 
b. It is okay to hold your child in some of the photos but not all. If

you hold your child in every photo, your arms are full. She needs to
see that you have time for another child.

4. Include photos of other children if they are great photos, not because there
is a child in the photo. If you include such a photo, make sure to include a
BIG caption, something like: “Not our child. Want one like this one but
not ours.” Obviously, the quoted words should not be used verbatim, but
make it clear that the photo is not your child.

D. Photos of you should not leave her confused about who is depicted in the photo or
who you are, if she chooses to meet you, in person or via Zoom. For example, 

a. You have gained or lost considerable weight.
b. You have changed your hair color or significantly changed the

length of your hair.
c. You have aged significantly. Specifically, do not include photos of

you as a teenager and at your current age. If you were high school
sweethearts, you could include “before and after” photos, if you
include a conspicuous caption like: “We have been together since
high school. This is us then and now.”

2. The first photo should be the best, casual photo of you ever taken, with
you looking into the camera. The last photo should be the second best
photo ever taken, again, with you looking into the camera. 

3. Candid photos are better than photos of you smiling into the camera,
except for the first and last photos of your profile. By “candid,” we mean
photos of you doing something rather than a posed photo of you smiling
into the camera. 
a. If you have children, you probably have lots of candid photos of

your children. 
b. You may even have candid photos of each other.
c. Getting a candid photos of you as a couple (if you are adopting as a

married couple) are hard to come by, but priceless, if you can get
them.

4. Consider some professional photos, especially to get candid photos of the
two of you (again, if you are adopting as a married couple).  

E. Photos of your house and yard are great, if your home and yard photograph well,
but be sure that your name or address is not on the outside of the house. 
1. Avoid photographs of 

a. Your car, 
b. Work vehicle, and
c. Anything that might identify you. 

2. Do not include a photo of your Christmas tree. Everyone seems to want to
include a photo of the Christmas tree. NO ONE has ever gotten chosen
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because they have beautiful Christmas tree. By the way, it is really hard to
make Christmas tree ugly!

F. Include pictures of your furry pets. Avoid photos of reptiles and spiders. Puppies
and kittens are particularly good. If you don’t have a puppy, get one. Just kidding
about the puppy – not about the snakes and spiders. 

G. You should avoid:
1. Photos of your extended family, especially if the extended family includes

children.
2. Wedding photos.
3. Photos of other people unless you are in the photo and photo furthers the

goal of your realistically depicting your life. For example,
a. If you seek to adopt a black child and you have a photo of you and

close friend who is African-American, you might want to include
the photo,  with a conspicuous caption: “Robert and I have been
close friends since the 5th grade,” “William and I try to play golf
once a week,” “Annette and I teach 5th Grade Math together.”

b. If you like to fish, it is okay to include a photo of your and your
fishing buddy fishing – not just of the two of you. 

c. Including a photo of your sister, best friend, neighbor, or any other
random person will not help you. In other words, avoid including
photos of other people unless the photos helps to tell your story. 

H. Often expectant/birth mothers review the profiles on their phones. A small photo
on an 8 ½ x 11" sheet of paper is really tiny on a phone.

I. USE HIGH RESOLUTION photos. You can make a large formatted photo
smaller, but if try to increase the size of a low resolution photo, the photo
becomes grainy.

III. Written Sections
A. If a mother takes the time to read the words, make them interesting.
B. Do not describe each other in a way that everyone, would. For example, “My

husband, Bill, is my best friend, he loves children, and will make a great father.” 
1. Everyone writing a description would use those words. 
2. One could substitute any name for “Bill,” and the description would be

true.
3. No one would ever describe “Bill” the opposite way: “ Bill is a horrible

person. I hate him. I would not let him take care of my goldfish.”
C. Fun facts are more interesting.

1. Coke or Pepsi, KFC or Church’s, Football or Baseball, and etc., or 
2. Favorite places and things.

D. A description of how you met is sometimes interesting. Include it if your story is
interesting.

E. A description of your town or neighborhood might help her decide you are the
family for her baby but only if it interesting. “We live in tract house, in
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subdivision of 500 homes” is not as compelling, as “We live in a neighborhood,
where people sit on their front porches in the evenings and watch the children
playing on the sidewalk or the park across the street.”

F. Do not feel compelled to include a section that would not cause her to choose you.
For example, if you met in an interesting way, include that, but do not feel
compelled to include a description of your neighborhood if you live in tract home.

IV. Conclusion
A. You do not have to be “model-like” attractive to be chosen.
B. A realistic, honest portrayal of your life will serve you better than trying to create

a “Ken and Barbie” portrayal.
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Kirsh & Kirsh Directed Approach 
2024 Expense Breakdown and Timing of Payments 

(Updated: April 15, 2024) 
 
To hire Kirsh & Kirsh, the ini�al monies due are: 

$2,000 – Ini�al Payment for Atorney Fees 
$250 – Non-Itemized Pre-Placement Expenses 
$5,500 – K&K Directed Approach Deposit 
$7,750 (Due when hiring K&K) 
 

Once matched1 with a birth mother, the next monies due are: 
$5,000 – Preliminary Atorney Fees 
$750 – Misc. Expense Deposit2, refundable if not used 
$650 – Travel Expense for Ini�al Mee�ng with Birth Mother3, refundable if not used 
$2,000 – Birth Mother Counseling Expenses, refundable if not used 
$4,000 – Birth Mother Living Expenses, refundable if not used 
$12,400 (Due at match with birth mother) 
 

The Estimated Final Fees and Expenses due upon Consent from Birth Mother are: 
$10,500 – Final Atorney Fees 
$22,000 – Kirsh & Kirsh Directed Approach, Final 
$250 – Non-Itemized Post-Placement Expenses 
$650 – Travel Expense for Consent Signing with Birth Mother4 
$500 – Atorney Fees for Birth Mother Representa�on, if applicable 
$660 – Child Connect Online Updates through age 18, if selected by Client(s) 
$34,560 (Due a�er delivery and writen consent obtained) 

 

 
1 “Matched” means the expectant or birth mother has chosen the prospective adoptive parent(s), and the 
prospective adoptive parent(s) has/have agreed to the match. 
2 For court costs, medical records, etc. 
3  If mee�ng is more than 25 miles from K&K office 
4  If mee�ng is more than 25 miles from K&K office 
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